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to say that he must stand by and see murder, if the mur- 
derer happens to be his father, or theft, if the thief 
chances to be his mother, — is, in short, a doctrine of 
scoundrels, not of citizens ; of pirates, not of patriots ; 
of anti-social bandits, not brothers of the equal races. 
Patriotism is a bait flung out by rogues to catch fools. 
It is time to restrict terms or define things. Here is 
a politician who picks a quarrel in order to steal a 
neighboring country, a preacher who brings the lofty 
sanctions of religion to foment hate and justify murder, 
an editor who stands by his government, "right or 
wrong," a crowd which smashes windows and breaks up 
public meetings, for all of whom the adjective "patri- 
otic " is reserved, whilst the epithet " traitor " is applied 
to that politician who stands for international justice, 
that preacher who enunciates the loftier laws of the 
kingdom of heaven, that pressman who seeks to guide 
public opinion along the lines of truth and equity, that 
citizen who refuses to join the saturnalia of flag-waving 
and ditty shouting. How is this? Why should a man 
who prevents his children revolting against the laws of 
chemistry and blowing up the domicile be compelled to 
rejoice when his country revolts against the equally 
immutable laws of justice ? Why should it be treason- 
able to oppose a policy of national suicide, and loyal only 
to sit silent, or to actively assist, whilst madmen tie a 
rope round our common mothers neck to drag her into 
the eternal abyss? This is not patriotism, it is madness; 
or can escape being esteemed madness only by submit- 
ting to be called downright villainy. It is national 
felony, a curse and scourge to whatever people adopts 
it, an instigator of the foulest crimes, and an apologist 
for the greatest tyrannies. It was patriotism of this 
type that poisoned Socrates, crucified Jesus, and sent 
thousands of Christians to the lions under the Caesars. 

It is political atheism. 

■ « ♦ » i 

Histories With Less War in Them. 

BY GEORGE W. HOSS. 

It is a sad fact that all history has been so largely a 
history of war. Ancient history can be excused for this, 
because there was little else to present save the corrup- 
tions of courts and the rivalries, jealousies and tyrannies 
of kings, whose legitimate fruits were war. 

In early ages the chief business of man was murder- 
ing his fellow-man. The highest glory came to him who 
could slay the largest number. Hence history felt that 
the recording of these facts was its chief business. Turn 
to your ancient history books and see how little you can 
learn concerning the Greeks, the Romans, the Egyptians, 
or any other people, save their wars. 

But, thanks to the higher Christian civilization of to- 
day, the affairs of men now furnish something else to 
record besides the deeds of war. Especially is this true 
in the case of the Christian nations, and more particularly 
of Christian America. 

This article concerns itself with the histories of the 
United States. In order to make our statements true to 
the facts, we have examined five school histories* of the 
United States, all of them except one published within 
the last thirteen years. In all these war is the larger ele- 
ment. Turning the proposition round, we find that civic 
affairs receive little attention in them, often none at all. 

* Eggleston, Montgomery, Ridpath, Shinn, Thalheimer. 



To be specific, and we trust practical, we bring the matter 
to the test of lines and parts of pages. 

1. Education. The great public school system, the 
hope and glory of our country, is given by one author 
but a scant half page. There is nothing concerning its 
origin, its growth and its blessings save one meager line. 
One fails even to make mention of the system. The 
others do a little better, but not one of them gives the 
subject a place in the index, as they do in the case of 
war. While devoting so little space to this great and 
vital subject, four of the authors have room for " Dorr's 
Rebellion " in Rhode Island, each of them giving to it 
from one-third to one-half a page, with place in the in- 
dex. All give the " Whiskey Rebellion " in Pennsylvania 
each from one-fourth to one-third of a page, with a 
reference in the index. The honored name of Horace 
Mann, the "Father of the Public School System" in 
the United States, does not appear, whilst entire pages 
bristle with the names of unknown warriors. Colleges 
fare a little better, one of the writers giving a page and 
three-quarters to them, but allowing them no place in 
the index. 

2. Railroads. This great system of travel and trans- 
portation, with its million employees and its billions of 
capital, gets less than half a page at the hands of one 
author, with no account of its origin, growth and value 
to the country. Another gives an account of railroad 
strikes, but no history of the roads, their origin, cost 
and utility. Grim humor would say that the roads them- 
selves are peaceful, while strikes are war and therefore 
worthy of mention ! 

3. The Telegraph. This world-renowned inven- 
tion receives one-third of a page from one of the writers, 
and the submarine cable a quarter of a page, while the 
cable gets a third of a page from another. 

4. Finance. Vital as this is to both government and 
people, most of these would-be historians fail to mention 
it. One of them gives a page to greenbacks, debt and 
loans, but nothing touching coinage, standards, kinds of 
money or amount in circulation ; while a majority have 
used a half page or more in describing an Indian out- 
break. The reader will easily judge which is better for 
the American youth and the coming American citizen. 
In four of the books finance has no place. In the fifth 
it occurs under the head of " currency " ! 

5. Financial Crises. These are not mentioned by 
some, and by others they are only slightly discussed as 
to causes, duration, severity, relief, etc. 

6. The Tariff. This great commercial problem of 
centuries in other countries, and of nearly a century in 
this, receives but short and casual treatment in all but 
one of the books. It goes without saying, or ought to, 
that we could well afford to give up twenty of the pages 
devoted to war for a clear presentation of this important 
subject. 

For want of space we will cease our examination of 
the books and devote the rest of this article to a state- 
ment and a suggestion or two. 

The above is given in no spirit of fault-finding, but 
with an earnest desire that changes in school histories 
may be secured. While the facts adduced show up the 
books in an unfavorable light from the peace point of 
view, the authors have some claim upon our charity, from 
the fact that their work is in accord with long usage and 
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with the sentiment which has made war the chief attrac- 
tion of history. On the other hand, we are happy to be- 
lieve that sentiment is changing and that it is already 
sufficiently transformed to be ready to accept a history of 
civil rather than of military affairs. 

In view of this change in sentiment, we respectfully 
suggest to the future writers of history that the books 
which go into the hands of children in school should be 
a record, not of war, but of the origin, growth and 
benefits of the peaceful arts and callings — of schools, 
commerce, manufactures, agriculture, mining, naviga- 
tion, inventions, the principles and platforms of political 
parties, of the domestic arts, of the home life of the 
people. In a word, let us have a civil rather than a 
military history. 

To this end, let there be in the history books no pic- 
tures of battles on land or sea, none of fierce struggles 
of men with men, of swords or bayonets thrust through 
bodies, of fields strewn with dead. The reason for the 
omission of these pictures is obvious. It is a law that 
" we grow like that which we contemplate." That man 
was wise who burnt a magazine full of war pictures 
which was sent to his children. Civilians should study 
civil history, leaving the military history to warriors. 
We would not, of course, wholly banish military facts. 
The causes of the respective wars, their duration, cost, 
losses and results, should be clearly and succinctly 
stated. For the sake of those wishing to use military 
facts, there might be added a tabulated statement in the 
form in which statistics are usually given. 

The following reasons for reducing the war element 
may be added : (a) Indian habits and the Indians them- 
selves, save fragments of them, are gone, (b) The 
Revolutionary heroes are all at rest, and we all join in 
almost worshipful honor of their heroism and achieve- 
ments. But we should be much more benefited by 
studying their civic and domestic virtues and their noble 
characters, and do more good by impressing these upon 
the rising generation than by lauding their bravery on 
the battlefield, (c) The war of 1812 was little credit 
to either party and could with small loss be omitted. 
(d) The war with Mexico should never have taken 
place and may well be largely forgotten, (e) The War 
of the Rebellion was between brothers. The cause of 
it has been removed by the red-hot plowshare of war, 
and peace has been restored. When brothers have made 
up after a quarrel, wisdom says: "Do not keep on re- 
hearsing the sufferings and losses, and brooding over 
what was. Face about and look into the future, and 
see what God has in store for them that live in peace 
and do his will." Instead, therefore, of filling your 
children's and grandchildren's minds with accounts of the 
battles, sufferings, defeats, humiliations and desolations 
of the war, instruct them in the spirit of the poet's lines : 

"No more shall the war-cry sever, 
Or the winding rivers be red; 
We banish our anger forever 

When we laurel the graves of our dead." 

With one Union, one flag, one people, with charity 
for all and malice toward none, let us live in peace, 
practicing it among ourselves and so far as possible 
promoting it throughout the earth. Let us make for 
the future history with no war in it. 
Wichita, Kan. 



War for the Sake of the Trip. 

A warm and robust friend of peace in Texas wrote us, 
under date of October 11, as follows: 

"The editorials in the October number are entirely to 
my liking. To me it seems that the truth presented in 
such clear, logical and dispassionate style should and 
must have great influence for good in the world. And 
yet one is continually discouraged by meeting those to 
whom such truths are thus being presented, and who 
nevertheless continue to believe that war with all its in- 
famies and barbarities is now and will continue to be 
a necessity, in this or that supposable case in the dis- 
tant future. All present disputes, they are willing to 
admit, might be settled by the just and reasonable method 
of arbitration, but for the future they are not willing to 
trust. They think that their children will not be amen- 
able to reason in the same degree that they are ! 

" Only the other day I met a man who was regretting 
that he had not been able to take part in the war with 
China. 'Why,' said I, 'you surely did not wish to go 
slaughtering the people who were not harming you or 
yours.' 'No,' he replied, 'I would have shot over their 
heads ; I would have liked the trip and to have seen the 
country.' 

"Now is not that discouraging? To think of human 
beings who are willing to place themselves in the position 
of slaves to military masters — shoot when ordered to 
(over their heads, psha!) — for the sake of a trip to 
foreign soil! He admitted that he had not a feeling 
against the people of China. Well, well ! when will the 
citizens of this country think and weigh the result of 
their actions." 



The Sophistry of War. 

In a prelude to a recent sermon in the People's Temple, 
Boston, Rev. Charles A. Crane spoke as follows: 

" All too powerful is the ready sophistry by which we 
are led to yield ourselves to the delusions which are the 
weakness of the European nations. 'In time of peace 
prepare for war ' is a popular proverb which has the look 
of common sense, but which is full of fallacy and peril. 
Its fundamental assumption is that war is necessary and 
that we should be prepared for it, whereas the fact is 
that war is a crime, a reversal of the processes of social 
evolution and an economic monstrosity. ... It is ab- 
surd for any modern nation to endeavor to prepare itself 
for the mastery of the world. Napoleon's dream of uni- 
versal empire can never be realized through military 
power. Where many nations exist coordinately, no 
one nation can be stronger than several of the others 
combined. 

" The attempt to attain dominance by force of arms 
has always been disastrous. Heretofore our nation has 
been secure, not because we had great armies, but be- 
cause of our policy of peace and our disposition to mind 
our own business. Preparation for war invites war. 
The notion that either the army or the navy is the glory 
of the nation is a ' military sophism.' Giving all just 
dues to the soldiers and the sailors, there never has been 
a country made by them and there never will be, for it 
is not their business to make countries. The arts and 
the artisans of peace are the makers of the country. On 



